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Fred Gonnerman, master photographer,
will show his picture-postcard style slides of
one of histripsto Norway at our Sons of
Norway meeting April 8, at 7:00 PM. These
are not your ordinary slides that most of us
bring home from visiting our heritage land;
every slide looks like an artist's print.

Gonnerman has taught several classes of
photography at the Cannon Valley Elder
Collegium. Heisretired from the
Communications Division at St. Olaf
College as well as serving in that capacity at
Luther Seminary. Heis an author and editor
of several books and other print materials.

Asaways, timeisreserved for
coffee and conversation.

Hi-Lites (Permit #27) is the official publication of Nordmarka Lodge #1-
585. Hi-Lites is published 10-12 times a year by Nordmarka Lodge #1-585,
712 Nutting CT, Northfield, MN 55057.

Nonprofit bulk permit paid at Northfield, Minnesota.

Annual membership in Nordmarka Lodge includes subscription to this
newsletter.
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Sons of Norway’s Mission Statement
Themission of Sons of Norway is to promote preserve, and cherish
alasting appreciation of the heritage and culture of Norway and
other Nordic countries while growing soundly as afraternal benefit
society and offering maximum benefits to its members.
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. L odge News
Fra Presidenten:

Kjaae Medlemmer!

Our next Lodge meeting isin
Faribault. When we met in Faribault
in April of last year, we had a
magnificent attendance. Let’s show
up in force again this year!

Thereis still opportunity to buy a
raffle ticket for one of the prizesto be
given out at the District Convention
in Bloomington in June.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

" Tues. April 4, 7:30 pm, Nidaros
Jentekor Concert, Boe Chapel
April 8, 10:30 an NAHA event at
St. Johns Hall, Nfld.

Syttende Mai eventsin May-
look for announcements
elsewhere in Hi-Litesand in the
Northfield News.
Want to exhibit your own FOLK
ART at the District Convention?
This opportunity is open to al
SofN members, aswell asthe
handiwork of our children or
grandchildren.
Sangerfest Grand Concert in
Decorah, lowaon July 1
By the time of our next meeting,
your officerswill havemetina
planning meeting. Contact me now if

you have energy to devoteto a

special project or lodge event«weld

love to have you join usin planning!
See you on April 8 in Faribault at

7:00 pm!

Fraternally,
Julie Loken Thorsheim, President

2006 Officers
President Julie Thorsheim
kst@charter.net..645-9210
Vice President Kathleen Hanson
kathleen@kathleenhanson.com..650-1133
Secretary Carol Quail
..507-334-7113
Membership Sec. Norma Gilbertson
njgilber@rconnect.com..664-9591

Treasurer Ken & Joyce Madole
..663-7961
Editor/Publicity Karl Hella

khella@wwdb.org..645-6754
Cultural Director
Ruth Hansen 645-8228
Social Director
Duane Benson..8958
Music Director
Lorraine Hanson..645-2930
Becky Johnson..663-1058
Greeters
Ivan & Polly Fagre..663-0984
Historian
Elaine Thurston..645-9725
Sports Director
Bob Bjorgum..507-334-9393

Last Meeting .

Fra Sekreteeren:

SoN toll free number
(800) 945-8851

( ) *

April Birthdays: Tom
Anderson, Noreen Benson,
Fred Dahl, Gordon Elstad,
Mary Evenson, Joan Kark,
Richard Peterson, Myrtle
Rolstad, Betty Sorbo,
Janice Wallaker.

[ed. note: Namesin bold are 5 or 10
year birthdays.]

Nordmarka Lodge #585, Sons of
Norway, met on Saturday, March 11,
2006, at 7:00 p.m. at St. Peter’'s
Lutheran Church in Northfield. Vice
President K athleen Hanson called the
meeting to order. There were 29
members present plus guests Marilyn
Bouchee, Jack and Grace Huus, and
Sharon and Ordean Anderson. The
national anthems of Canada, Norway,
and United States were sung followed
by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes of the February meeting
were approved as printed in the Hi-
Lites.

Treasurer Ken Madole reported that
there is $3386.01 in the checking
account.

Torhild Homstad announced
various upcoming activities relating to
Norway that will be held from March
through July. Presentations after the
March Hi-Lites are:

4/4 - 8:00 Concert by the Nidaros
Cathedral Jentekor from
Trondheim at Boe Chapel. Thisis
the choir that participated in the
national television production with
the St. Olaf Chair this past
summer. Norwegian snacks will
be served in the King's Room
afterwards.

4/7 - 5:00 dinner at King's Room
sponsored by Nordmanns
Forbundet in the King's Room
followed by Charles Russell who
will speak about a pioneer
Norwegian woman in Texas in the
19th century. Make reservations
by 4/3 with Jennifer Bothun (646-
3230). Cost is $16.00.

4/8 - 10:30 am. NAHA Book
(Continued on page 3)
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Many of the colonists from Oleana ended up in
Minnesota. Some of them might even be your ancestors.
Because Knox Books faces an overstock of the book
Oleana: The Ole Bull Colony, we are offering thistitle
at HALF-PRICE, $6.50 per copy, autographed by the
author. It made sense to us to send out an appeal to
people we thought might be interested and that's why
you've received this. These books will probably end up
having some value as collector's items and they make
inexpensive holiday gifts.

This book documents the efforts by famous
Norwegian violinist Ole Bull to form a colony for his
oppressed countrymen in the mountains of Pennsylvania
some 150 years ago. The book was praised during the
very successful Ole Bull Colony Sesquicentennial
Celebration at Ole Bull State Park. Details can be found
at the following link from the Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review. http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/search/

s 87261.html

a little in English

Easter

Easter is coming on April 16th this year.
Easter is one of Norway’s biggest holidays, just
as big as Christmas. Norwegians celebrated it all
week with parties, family and mountain hikes.

There are many folk traditions in connection
with Easter. For example, if there is frost the
night before Easter and the following Sunday
night, there will be frost for a long time to come.
If it rains on Easter, the summer will be bad.
Other traditions tell that it is a good idea to set
out a broom out on your stoop on Maundy
Thursday. People did this because they believed
that witches flew to Bloksberg that night. And if
they did not leave out a broom, they believed
that the witch would take a horse, cow or goat
instead.

Today Norwegians celebrate Easter with,
among other things, hikes in the mountains.
Norwegians like to go up the mountain to enjoy
the snow and sun. This may be related to a
tradition of looking at the sun from a mountaintop
Easter morning. People believed that the sun
danced for joy because Jesus was resurrected.
Many Norwegians also go on cabin trips, to enjoy
the last experience of winter.
from Merkedager by Nor ske Folkeminnesamling

Complimentary reviews appeared in historical and
musical publications. Here are some samples:. http://
www.mvdaily.com/articles/2003/02/olebul | 1.htm, http://
www.stringsmagazine.com/issues/strings106/
reviews_print.html

Knox Books, 407 Mill Street, Coudersport PA
16915, Phone: 814-274-6329. Email:
paulhelmel @yahoo.com

Norway’stop TV-show, “Typisk Norsk” (Typicaly
Norwegian), ison amission to save the Norwegian
language. On itsfirst episode, Typisk Norsk revealed
that some language researchers believe that in aslittle as
100 years, as much as 90% of al the world' s languages
— including Norwegian — may disappear. One of the
biggest reasons for thisis, of course, the rise of English
as an international lingua franca. Typisk Norsk is
dedicated to showing the good and bad about how
Norwegian is changing, and aso to preserving those
parts of the language that are, well, typisk norsk.

One of the most unique aspects of Norwegian is the
sound represented by the letters “kj.” “Kj” issimilar to
“sh” in English, but the tongue is pushed up towards the
roof of the mouth. The result isakind of hissing “sh”
sound that is unique to Norwegian. Unfortunately, the
“kj” sound isin trouble — too many Norwegians are
dropping the sound in favor of the smpler, and more
common “sh” sound, usually written “g”, or “sk” in
Norwegian.

To turn the tide, Typisk Norsk commissioned a
design firm, Scandinavian Design Group, to create a
new letter to represent the “kj” sound, called the kjell.

Already thereis an action group, Norges Store
Kjellbevegelse, that is promoting the use of the kjell.
They even offer a couple of new fonts that include the
kjell. If you'd like to know more, visit
www.geocities.com/kjellbev.

Did you know that Sons of Norway maintains a
library of videos, 35mm slides, and audio CDs for use
by our members? Any member can check out as many
as three selections at atime, for no charge. Just get in
touch with Cultural Assistant Colin Thomsen by calling
1-800-945-8851 or send an email to culture@sofn.com
with your name, member number, the titles you want
and the date you need them. We'll send them to you
through the mail at no cost. When you are done with
the materials, you send them back paying for the
shipping charges. For acomplete list of the titles
available, log in to the members-only section of
www.sonsofnorway.com and click “Lending Library”
from the menu on theright.

(Continued from page 1)

in Faribault. No one would d want to miss this program!

Prints celebrating Norway's 100 years of independence
from Sweden are now 25% off. The limited edition is $75.
The artist’s edition is $93.

There was no interest in purchasing ads for the
International Convention.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30. Delicioustreats of heart
waffles with sour cream, yogurt and jams, bars and coffee
were served by Dick and Jo Dahlin, Keith and Torhild
Homstad, and Lorraine Hanson.

Mary and John Klockeman presented a delightful
program of song and dance. Mary isaMaster Artisan with
the Minnesota State Arts Board. Mary came dressed in a
costume from Hedmark where her mother’ s family came
from. Whilein Norway, she studied aform of folk singing
called kveding which isan ora tradition passed from
generation to generation using half tones and lalliing or
yodeling. These a cappellatunes originated from ordinary
tasksin life such aslullabies, cow calls and weaving, as well
asreligioustunes. Mary demonstrated simple dances such as
Per Soellman and Det Sar Ein Friar and invited members to

Party at St. John’s to celebrate the publication of The Rise join! Finaly, and al too soon, John and Mary sang Daisy,

of Jonas Olsen: A Norwegian Immigrant’s Saga by
Johannes B. Wist. Professor Todd Nichol and Dr. Solveig
Zempel will talk about the novel and the observations
Wist made about Norwegian-American culture and the
struggle to preserve identity and character while striving
to be fully accepted as an American.

4/13 - 11:30 to 1:00 in the ballroom of Buntrock
Commons. Princess Martha Louisewill discussthe
children’ s book she wrote entitled Why Kings and
Queens Don't Wear Crowns. She will also tell some folk
tales.

4/19 - 3:30t0 5:00 in Viking Theater. Lecture on
Vinland map proves that Vikings came to America.

4/23 - To celebrate the 100th year of Henrik Ibsen’s
death, abus trip is planned to Lanesboro to see When the
Dead Awaken, hislast play. Make reservations with
Jennifer Bothun (646-3230) by 4/10. Bus and ticket cost
$15.00.

5/13 - 6:00 pot luck and program with Nordmanns
Forbundet to celebrate May 17.

5/17 - 7:00 to 9:00 am. - Syttende Mai breakfast at

King s Room.

6/15 to 6/17 - Folk Art competition at the District
Convention.

July - Sangerfest at Luther Campusin Decorah, lowa.

Raffle ticketsfor $2 are available. Prizesare aViking
sword; Rosemaled bow!; hand-turned, double candlestick;
Hand-carved Acanthus cutting board; Viking Axe; or
Hardanger piece. One need not be present at the convention
banquet to win.

Ruth Hansen said Fred Gonnerman will show beautiful
photography from hislast trip to Norway at the April meeting

Daisy to each other in harmony.
Respectfully submitted
Carol Quiail, Secretary

Litt pa norsk

J

Pasken kommer den 16. april i ar. Paske er
en av Norges starste hgytider, like sa stor som
jul. Nordmenn ferier det hele uka med fester,
familie og fjelltur.

Det finnes mye folketro i sammenheng med
paske. For eksempel, om det er frost natt til
paskeaften og pafalgende sgndagsnatt, ville det
bli frost i lang tid fremover. Om det regnet
paskeaften, ville det bli en darlig sommer. Andre
tradisjoner forteller at det er en god ide & sette
en sopelim ute pa trappen skjeertorsdag. Dette
gjorde folk fordi de trodde heksene flgy til
Bloksberg denne kvelden. Og satt de ikke ut en
sopelim, trodde man at heksa ville ta en hest, ku
eller geit | stedet.

| dag feirer nordmenn paske med blant annet
fielltur. Nordmenn liker & dra pa fjellet for & nyta
sngen og sola. Dette kan ha sammenheng med
en tradisjon om & se pa sola fra en fijelltopp
paskemorgen. Folk trodde at sola danset i glede
over at Jesus star opp igjen. Mange nordmenn
gar ogsa pa hyttetur, for & glede seg over de
siste vinteropplevelser.
fra Merkedager by Norske Folkeminnesamling




